A 
DECLARATION 


Of His Highneſs the 


Lord Protector 


AND THE 


PARLAMENT 


Ofthe Common-wealth of 


EncranD, SCOTLAND, &[krELAND, 
For a Day of Solemn 


FASTING & HUMILIATION 


in the three Na T10N<c. 


hoc luch a ſtranger in our Iſrael that 
bath not taken notice of the great 
things God hath bzought to "aſs 

&&# amongſt us by his out-ſtretched 
arm: What nation is there who hath had 
God moꝛe nigh unto them, than the Loꝛd our 
God hath been tous, in all things we have 
called unto him koꝛ: Ask of the daies that 
are paſt, which have been befoze us, in theſe la⸗ 


ter ages, whether there Have been any ſuch 
A things 


(2. 
things as thoſe many blellings and ſignal de- 
liverances vouchlafed to us from his own 
hand, in anſwer to the voice of tears and 
blood that have bein powꝛed foꝛth. 
n the mean While this is matter of 
great lamegration, whilſt God by a continual 
ſeries of his loving kindneſles and pꝛoviden⸗ 
ces. hath muftiplied mercics and fozgiveneſſes 
to us, weof'thefe Nations, inſtead of an an⸗ 
{werable return of thanktulnels and obedi⸗ 
ence, have, as the higheſt aggravation of our 
ſin. multiplyed our pꝛovocations againſt him; 
In that general 1gndzance, unthankfulnes, 
and-upfruitfujneſs, under all thoſe dews of 
grace and Goſpel⸗mereies. | 
In not acknowledging fully to this very 
day our calamities to Have come upon us from 
the hands of God alone, pzovokedby us, who 
* _ inſtruments he plealſeth to execute 
in 
In not bemoaning our ſelvs, as ſons, and 
ſmiting upon our thighs with Ephraim, in the 
ſenſe of our own iniquities, and of the patience 
f koꝛbearing mercies of our heavenly Father. 
In that pꝛophane, ſentual, woꝛldiy, fozmal 
and Laodicean ſpirit generally. amongſt us, 
ſome hating the power of godlinefs,and deſpi⸗ 
ing the tre pꝛokeſſoꝛs thereof, foꝛ having the 
nhage of God upon them; and others by being 
| looſen their opinions and pꝛactices, have turn- 
ed the grace of God into wantonneſs. | 
In that great neglect and want of zealand 
courage in Magiſtrates, and other officers 
Eperlons therein concerned, to ſuppzels. enoꝛ⸗ 
nitties, in conſcience to pertoꝛm the duty in- 
cùmbent upon them to God and man. 
AU which, with other the crying lins of = 


C3.) 

thite Nations; call Mob upon us, that as we art 
now unttedto be one Commonwealth under one 
Government, fo, having been ſintul and ſufferers 
together, we would with one Heart and lip be 
perlwaded to unite in our humble and ſerious ad 
dreſſes and ſupplitations to Almighty God, 
That the fruit of ali our mercies might not be 
with Jelurun, to kick, oz to be found fighters a 
gainſt him noꝛ oppoſers of his Will, as if we were 
pꝛeſerved to coninnt yet moꝛe abominations. 
That we may wꝛeſtle and pzevail with him foꝛ 
pardon and removal of our darknels, vanities. 
blaſphennes x pzophanefs, with ail that wouldly 
mindednels, foꝛmality, and other abominations, 
which are og found amongſt us under the gloꝛi⸗ 
ous light of the Goſpel, 

That as God hath beenpleaſed to make choice 
of theſe Janos wherin tomantifeſt many great 
and gloxons things, ſo he would anſwerably 
make us a choten generation and a peculiar peo⸗ 
ple, that int 8 to hun, and example to 
| chers, we might chew forth his praiſes, who 
hath ſeparated us front other nations, and called 
us out of darkneſs into his light. 


That God would now ſpeak with a ſtrong 


hand to quiet the ſpirits of — that are apt to 
murmure, by cauſing them clearly to ſee where 
the true and ſpiritual intereſt of Chiſtians lieth , 
and that in keeping dloſe thereunto is wꝛapt up 
their ſafety, that ſo When he urtere th his voice, 
All fleſh may be ſilent before him, and know that he 1 4 
raiſed out of his holy habitation. 


That though he bath had juſt cauſe to be an- 
gry with us foꝛ our murmurings, back⸗lidings, 
and other tniquittes , and hath therefoze ſmitten 
us, pet that he Would now heal us, and reſtoꝛe 
comfort to us and our Mourners. 

And eſpecialty that God would inable 9 

ers 


( 4 ) 
lers of theſe Nations now in conſultation about 
their peace.ſcttlement c welfare, to pꝛoceed with 
f.ithtuineſs, zeal, wiſdom and union, to fulfill 
the end of their being called together, and to be 
ſuch, and do ſuch things foꝛ the intereſt of Chailt 
and his members, and foz the good of all the 
People, as they ought, and as he: hath pꝛomi⸗ 
{ed Governours fhoutd be and do in ſublervt- 
ency to thoſe gloꝛious ends; 

That ſo at laſt, thꝛough the goodneſs and 
mercy of our God, thele thee Nations, after ſo 
great and various revoluttons, may be eſtablitht 
together upon the fare foundations of Truth, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace. 

It is therefoꝛe declared by His Highnels the 
02d Pꝛotectoꝛ and the Parlament ot the Com⸗ 
mon⸗wealth of England, Scotland and Ireland, that 
foꝛ the ends and purpoles afozelaid they doe ap⸗ 
point Wedneſday, being the cleventh day of October 
next, fo: a day cf ſolemn humiliation and ſeek⸗ 


ing the face of God, thzough the mediation-of - 4 


Chyzilt, in all places within England and Scotland; 
and Wednc {day the firſt day ot November next. in all 


places in Ireland. And doe therefoze hereby in 


cite and encourage all ſuch whoſe hearts God 
(hall perſwade and make ſenſible of their duty, 
and of the Commonwealths pzeſent condition, 
that the reſpective dates atoꝛeſaid be ſet apart by 
them foz the purpoles afozeſard; Whercof the 


Mrn'ſters and Pꝛeachers of the reſpective Pa⸗ 


riſhes and Congregations are to take not ce. 
Foz Which end, It is O2dered that Coptes of 
this Declaration be pꝛinted and ſent into the ſe- 
verall parts of the thzee Nations, that the ſame 
may be Publiſhed accoꝛdingly. 
P-oiled the Nineteenth of September, 165 4. 
Hen: Scobell, Clerk of the Parliament. 


| London, Printed by William du-Gard, and Henry Hils, Printers to His 
Highneſs the Lord Protector, 1654. 
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